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Survey report launched on 18th Dec 2020:
International Migrants Day
COVID-19 showed our health system is as strong as
our weakest link…protecting the health of refugees
and migrants through evidence informed policies is
critical for public health protection of all citizens
Investing in the health of migrants is not just the
right thing to do, it also has long-term benefits for
social cohesion and economic development. It’s
also vital that migrants and refugees are included in
plans for the rollout of vaccines against COVID-19.
– Dr Tedros, DG WHO, 18th Dec 2020.
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240017924
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Objectives of the survey
Ø

To capture voices of refugees and
migrants
v Experience of COVID19 pandemic and
coping strategies
v Public health social impact

Ø

To support anecdotal evidence of
discrimination, stigmatisation, lockdown of
refugee/migrant populations
v Through evidence
v To know the magnitude of the problem
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The survey
Ø

A collaboration with research centres led by
Ghent University (Belgium) and the University of
Copenhagen (Denmark)

Ø

Not a sample survey: snowball sampling

Ø

Online questionnaire in 37 languages
Ø Sociodemographic characteristics
Ø COVID-19 health status
Ø Daily stressors
Ø Social well-being
Ø Psychological well-being
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Survey participation
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•

30,000 participants

•

from 170 countries

•

Originating from
159 countries

•

56% male, 44%
female
5

Very high level of impact…
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As much as 70% deterioration especially among
those on precarious housing and resident status
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Those without schooling or undocumented
migrants seeking healthcare the least
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Reasons for not seeking healthcare…
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Next steps
Ø

Ø

Lessons for future data collection
Ø

Data be disaggregated for refugees and migrants

Ø

How best to collect the data

Ø

Collaboration with key partners

Policy direction:
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Ø

Countries to include refugees and migrants in
response plans and public health measures

Ø

Access to care must not be linked to legal status.

Ø

Health for all means all, including migrants.

Ø

Increasing investments in health, especially in primary
health care, to create health systems that are sensitive
to migrants’ needs, their languages, and their health
problems. These include reproductive and child health,
mental health, trauma from injuries, violence, and
sexual abuse and assault.
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https://www.aparttogetherstudy.org
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Global Evidence review on Health and Migration (GEHM)
An evidence-informed normative product of the WHO that
addresses knowledge gaps and that facilitates policymaking and
targeted interventions to help make a difference in the lives of
refugees and migrants.

An opportunity to enhance communication between different
stakeholders in the field of migration and health, including highlevel health sector and government officials, health sector
managers, health and non-health sector policy-makers, as well as
public health professionals involved in planning, developing and
implementing policies targeting refugees and migrants.

https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/341843/9789240028906-eng.pdf
17/06/2021
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GEHM…evidence to policies to guidelines
q Evidence gathering
§

literature and systematic reviews; review of reviews; scoping review, etc.

§

specific search strategy will be developed, including the list of potential sources for the literature
review, white and grey literature search

q Screening criteria
criteria and the underlying rationale, including languages, must be reported

§

q Quality appraisal
Methods for assessing levels of confidence in evidence from quantitative as well as qualitative
reviews should be established for each review.

§

q Synthesizing and proposing policy considerations
analyse findings to answer the policy question and presented as policy considerations.

§
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Standard guideline development process
Scope the guideline
DOI and COI management
GRC Secretariat support

Set up GDG and External Review Group
Formulate PICO or other questions
Select outcomes

GRC approval – Proposal

Evidence retrieval, assessment, synthesis
GRADE – certainty of the body of evidence
Formulate recommendations
WHOINTEGRATE
evidence-to
decisionframework

GRC approval –
PICO, GDG, DOI

Include explicit consideration of:
- benefits and harms

- resource use/feasibility
- health equity/non-discrimination
- human rights/sociocultural acceptability

Disseminate, implement
Evaluate impact

GRC approval –
Final guideline

Objectives: Refugees and Migrants in times of COVID-19
1)

To map national policies responses to COVID-19 in relation to migration and public
health;

2)

To identify refugee- and migrant-sensitive practices to address their needs and to
facilitate further implementation of human rights and international obligations.

Evidence review of (Prof Chetail, Graduate Institute, Geneva, review/guidance Prof Gostin,
Georgetown University, USA)
• border policies;
• migration policies for foreigners already within the territory of states;
• public health policies on access to health care for refugees and migrants.

Disproportionately affected…
by direct and indirect effects: entry bans, obstacles in accessing health care, stigma and discrimination.Proliferation of unilateral
and uncoordinated measures exacerbated pre-existing vulnerabilities of people on the move and generated new forms of
vulnerability for them.

Source: International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies, 2020

‘No

one is safe until everyone is safe’

The human rights of refugees and migrants are guaranteed by:
- International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights;
- International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights;
- International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination;
- International Convention on the Rights of the Child;
- International Convention relating to the Status of Refugees and its Additional Protocol;
- International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of their Families;
- ILO Migration for Employment Convention;
- ILO Migrant Workers (Supplementary Provisions) Convention;
- Protocol against the Smuggling of Migrants by Land, Sea and Air;
- Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons.

Soft law and technical guidances:
Global Compact for Safe, Orderly and Regular Migration ; WHO Preparedness, prevention and control of coronavirus disease (COVID-19) for
refugees and migrants in non-camp settings; WHO Considerations for implementing a risk-based approach to international travel in the context
of COVID-19; UNHCR Practical Recommendations and Good Practice to Address Protection Concerns in the context of the COVID-19
Pandemic; OHCHR COVID-19 and the Human Rights of Migrants: Guidance

Border policies in times of COVID-19
A shift from restrictions to entry conditions: Entry restriction refers to bans for entry, whereas entry conditions are partial
limitations in the form of specific requirements (including primarily medical requirements in the form of PCR test, quarantine,
medical forms, and/or medical screening upon entry).

Exceptions, facilitations

Source: IOM, Global Mobility Restriction Overview, 2020

-residents and family members,
-students,
-business workers,
-diplomatic personnel,
-seafarers and passengers in transit,
-migrant workers in essential sectors, asylum
seekers.
-Extension of visas, residence, work permits
-Access to labour market in essential sectors
-Regularization of undocumented migrants
-Release from detention centres
-Suspension of forced returns.
-Access to health-care, accessibility of service
-Communication on access to health care

Moving towards an integrated approach to migration and
public health policies
Border policies: protection-sensitive access to territory
§

Prioritize entry requirements over border closure to carry out medical screening on the basis of a careful and
evidence-informed risk assessment; and

§

Enable access to territory and asylum procedure for people in need of international protection.

Migration policies for foreigners within national borders: immigration status flexibility
§

Foresee the extension of the duration of visas, residence and work permits to prevent their holders from falling
into an irregular situation;

§

Facilitate access to the labour market for foreign residents to address labour shortages in essential sectors;

§

Facilitate regularization of undocumented migrants to ensure safe and lawful access to health services;

§

Release migrants from detention centres and implementing non-custodial, community-based alternatives to
immigration detention with proper safeguards; and

§

Suspend forced returns, when the health, safety and human rights of migrants cannot be safeguarded.

Policies on non-discriminatory access to health care for refugees, migrants and asylum
seekers:
§

Provide equal access to health care for all refugees and migrants, regardless of status,
nationality, gender or ethnicity;

§

Launch communication campaigns to disseminate essential information to refugees and
migrants concerning COVID-19, health services and other related preventive and
preparedness measures;

§

Implement preventive measures aimed at minimize the risk of contamination in refugee
camps and camp-like settings;

§

Protect the occupational safety and health of all migrant workers and provide them with
personal protective equipment to prevent COVID-19 transmission in the workplace; and

§

Ensure access to COVID-19 vaccines and treatment for all refugees and migrants without
discrimination and prioritize those who are most exposed/vulnerable to the risks of COVID-19.
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