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Outline of  presentation

• The long-term impact of  COVID-19 on ethnic 
minorities and migrants
• Social determinants of  health 

• Conclusions 



The devastating 
toll of  the 
syndemic

• More than 250 
million infections 

• More than 5 
million deaths 

Credit: Toby Melville/Reuters



COVID Deaths
• Risk of  death in black 

men 4 times higher and 
in Asian men 3 times 
higher compared to their 
white counterparts 

• Higher rates of  cases, 
hospitalization and ITU 
admissions
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COVID-19 Syndemic

• “It means we have to consider not just 
biological issues but the social structural 
forces that propel disease interaction, 
population vulnerability and unequal 
access to healthcare, including Covid-19 
vaccines.” Merrill Singer 



COVID Maps

• London boroughs 
with higher 
percentage of  
black, Asian and 
minority ethnic 
groups have had 
higher death rates 
from COVID-19 

Credit: May of  London
https://data.london.gov.uk/datase
t/covid-19-deaths-mapping-tool



COVID Map

• London boroughs with 
higher percentage of  
workers in insecure 
employments – higher 
deaths from COVID-
19

Credit: May of  London
https://data.london.gov.uk/datase
t/covid-19-deaths-mapping-tool



COVID Maps

“It’s social, not medical, 
science that tells us most 

about the disparate spread 
of  this pandemic”

Illustration: Dom McKenzie/The Observer



Not the great leveller

•We are not in this together

•Some groups face much greater risks due 
to their socio-economic status and 
ethnicity 





The COVID Decade



Social Determinants of  Health 

“Conditions in the places where people live, 
learn, work, and age that affect a wide range of  

health risks and outcomes”



Widening structural and 
geographic inequalities 

Photo Credit: European Association for International Education (EAIE)



COVID Deaths

• Age standardized 
deaths 2020-2021 
per 100,000 people 
by local authority 

Credit: BBC Health



Child Mortality
• Number of  

children dying 
between ages 1 and 
5 per 1,000 children 
in that age group in 
1851

Credit: BBC Health



Rising 
unemployment & 
changing labour
market 

Credit: Joe Raedle/Getty Images



Economic Crisis & 
Reduced Revenue 
Streams 

Image courtesy of  APS



Child poverty 



Refugees & asylum seekers 

Copyright © 2020 Alkis Konstantinidis/Reuters



Worsened health 
outcomes & growing 
health inequalities 

Credit: PA



https://www.cam.ac.uk/stories/digitaldivide



Conclusions 

• COVID-19 will worsen the social determinants of  
health and widen racial and ethnic health 
inequalities 

• The digital divide will likely have an adverse effect 
on ethnic health outcomes 
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